
 
 

— a daily prayer guide —



Advent
Advent—which means “arrival”—is a season of promise and waiting. In 
Genesis, God made a promise, a covenant with Abraham, to make his family a 
great nation—Israel—and to bless and restore the whole world through them. 
But through failure and rebellion against God, Israel ended up in exile, ruled by 
other nations, far from home and far from God’s promises. 

Still Israel held tight to hopes of rescue, that God would be faithful to his 
covenant. Specifically, they anticipated the coming of a promised Messiah, a 
King who would lead Israel home and establish peace. We hear this in some 
songs of the season like “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 

During Advent, we join in these songs of longing, because today we live in a 
similar “between.” Jesus, the Messiah has come with the good news that the 
promise made to Israel is fulfilled in him and extended to all peoples in the new 
covenant. We now await his second coming when he will gather all creation to 
himself. We still live in exile—a scattered people in a world in need of 
restoration. 

During Advent, we prepare for and anticipate both the arrival of the baby Jesus 
at Christmas and his final coming to judge and restore all things. Hold all this in 
your mind and heart this season as we learn in prayer how to live in waiting, 
hope in God’s promises, and watch for his arrival. 



——— Sunday, November 29 ———
Don’t let it escape your notice, dear friends, that with the Lord a single 
day is like a thousand years and a thousand years are like a single day. 
The Lord isn’t slow to keep his promise, as some think of slowness, but he 
is patient toward you, not wanting anyone to perish but all to change 
their hearts and lives. 

—2 Peter  3:8–9 (CEB) 

During Advent we anticipate the arrival of Jesus, at both Christmas and 
his final coming to set things right. As we wait, we might start to ask 
questions like, “Why hasn’t he come yet? What is he waiting for?” Peter 
reminds us that this night of waiting is because of God’s patience. How 
should we respond to God’s patience? What does it mean for us to live in 
waiting? 

• Pray for all who have yet to turn to God.  

• Pray that the Church everywhere would be a light in this long night of 
waiting, welcoming all people. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Patient Father, we praise you for your faithfulness. Help us also to be 
patient as we hope and wait for your arrival. Amen. 



——— Monday, November 30 ———
Your faith in God has become known everywhere…They tell how you 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues 
us from the coming wrath. 

—1 Thessalonians 1:8–10 (CEB) 

Notice that the word “rescue” is in the present tense. Although we are 
waiting for Jesus’ return, the power of the resurrection is already at work 
in our lives today. When the Thessalonians heard the good news, they 
changed what they were living for. How is the resurrection changing your 
life today? What idols have you turned from in order to serve God? 

• Pray that our way of life as Christians is known everywhere—our faith, 
our hospitality, and our joy. 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead to be clearly at 
work in, helping us to turn from idols and toward life in God. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Jesus, our Living Lord, we have joyfully received the good news of your 
resurrection. Rescue us today from bondage and raise us to new and full 
life. Amen. 



——— Tuesday, December 1 ———
Jesus told the people this parable: “A certain man planted a vineyard, 
rented it to tenant farmers, and went on a trip for a long time. When it 
was time, he sent a servant to collect from the tenants his share of the 
fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants sent him away, beaten and empty-
handed. The man sent another servant. But they beat him, treated him 
disgracefully, and sent him away empty-handed as well. He sent a third 
servant. They wounded this servant and threw him out. The owner of the 
vineyard said, ‘What should I do? I’ll send my son, whom I love dearly. 
Perhaps they will respect him.’ But when they saw him, they said to each 
other, ‘This is the heir. Let’s kill him so the inheritance will be ours.’ They 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What will the owner of the 
vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy those tenants and give 
the vineyard to others.” 

When the people heard this, they said, “May this never happen!” 

—Luke 20:9–17 (CEB) 

Though the coming of Christ is a joyful event, it is also haunted by 
shadows. The world he lovingly created and came to save threw him out 
and killed him. And the vineyard of creation—the Kingdom of God—is 
handed over to those who trust and follow the crucified and risen Christ. 
How do we take this responsibility? What kinds of “fruit” are we growing 
together in the Kingdom? What parts of your life are you still looking to 
reap the benefits from rather than surrendering it to God?  

• Thank God for his mercy and the blessing of taking part in the building 
of his Kingdom. 



• Pray for hearts and hands—both your own and others—that work out of 
love for God and for the whole vineyard. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Jesus, you are the Vine and we are the branches. Apart from you we can 
do nothing. Help us today to work the vineyard of your Kingdom and to 
watch and prepare for the harvest at your coming. Amen. 

—— Wednesday, December 2 ——
In the days to come  
 the mountain of the Lord’s house       
 will be the highest of the mountains.       
It will be lifted above the hills;  
 peoples will stream to it.       
Many nations will go and say,  
“Come, let’s go up to the Lord’s mountain,  
 to the house of Jacob’s God       
 so that he may teach us his ways       
 and we may walk in God’s paths.”       
Instruction will come from Zion;  
 the Lord’s word from Jerusalem.      

God will judge between the nations,  
 and settle disputes of mighty nations.       
Then they will beat their swords into iron plows  
 and their spears into pruning tools.       



Nation will not take up sword against nation;  
 they will no longer learn how to make war.      

Come, house of Jacob, 
 let’s walk by the Lord’s light.      

—Isaiah 2:2–5 (CEB) 

This is one of the prophets’ vision of the final days we await during 
Advent: all nations gathering to listen and worship one God, forging old 
weapons of war into new tools of life. How does this vision inspire you to 
life today? What in your life—whether a thought, word, behavior, or actual 
tool—do you find yourself using to hurt others or protect yourself? How 
might that be transformed into a tool for bringing life? 

• Pray for peace throughout the world, and especially that God’s children 
everywhere would take up their call to be peacemakers. 

• Pray for that violence within our own hearts, that God would lay it on 
the anvil of his grace and reforge it into compassion and self-sacrifice. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, even as we wait for you, gather and save us 
from our own warring hearts and hands. Light the path and so that we 
may walk in the way of peace. Amen. 



——— Thursday, December 3 ———
May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your 
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

—1 Thessalonians 3:12–13 (NRSV) 

The horizon of the Lord’s coming leads Paul to pray for two things for 
fellow believers: love and holiness. What is the connection between 
these two things?How can you pursue these things in your life? 

Love means giving of oneself for the good of another. What does it look 
like to abound in love for all?  

To be holy means to be sacred, set apart—often for a special purpose. 
How is your life set apart for God? 

• Pray for opportunities and help to grow in love for those you you have 
trouble loving. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Holy and loving God, you come to us to make us like you. Give us hearts 
like yours that overflow with love for all and reach out for the good of 
others. Amen. 



———— Friday, December 4 ————
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;  
 in the night also my heart instructs me.       
I keep the Lord always before me;  
 because he is at my right hand I will not be moved       
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;  
 my body also rests secure.       
For you do not give me up to Sheol,  
 or let your faithful one see the Pit.       
You show me the path of life.  
 In your presence there is fullness of joy;       
 in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.      

—Psalm 16:8–11 (NRSV) 

We live between two arrivals of Christ. We pray this psalm knowing that 
he has promised to be with us in this “in between.” In this passage, what 
are the “effects” of God’s presence (for example: guidance)? 

• Pray that you are mindful of the Lord’s presence throughout the day and 
that he would guide you. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Holy Spirit, you are always with us, to the very end. By your presence, 
bring us peace and joy until Jesus comes again. Amen. 



——— Saturday, December 5 ———
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 

—1 Thessalonians 4:16–18 (NIV) 

Paul envisions Jesus’ coming again to earth using imagery of a King 
returning to his Kingdom to reign, the people coming out to meet and 
receive him. How does this shape your imagination of Jesus’ return? He 
also says to encourage one another with these words. What is 
encouraging about this? 

• Here Paul is assuring that believers who have died will be resurrected. 
Pray for them, that they rest in God until they rise in the body to new, 
eternal life. 

• Pray this vision stirs your desire for Jesus’ return. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
King of Kings, we eagerly await the day when you will return, restore, and 
reign. Come Lord Jesus. Amen. 



——— Sunday, December 6 ———
Bless the Lord God of Israel  
 because he has come to help       
 and has delivered his people.       
He has raised up a mighty savior for us  
 in his servant David’s house.      

—Luke 1:68–69 (CEB) 

These are the first lines of the song that Zechariah breaks out into after 
being mute until the birth of his son—John the Baptist. They erupt from a 
depth of silence that gripped not only Zechariah but the whole people of 
Israel, who for centuries were waiting for God to finally speak and arrive 
to rescue them.   

• Pray for signs and glimpses that prepare the way in your life for the 
Lord’s coming. 

• Praise God for his patience and faithfulness to his promises. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Mighty Savior, sent to set us free—out of the silence of our hearts and 
mouths, bring a song of hope, joy, and expectation. Amen. 

——— Monday, December 7 ———
You aren’t in darkness, brothers and sisters, so the day won’t catch you by 
surprise like a thief. All of you are children of light and children of the day. 



We don’t belong to night or darkness. So then, let’s not sleep like the 
others, but let’s stay awake and stay sober…Jesus died for us so that, 
whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with him. So 
continue encouraging each other and building each other up, just like 
you are doing already. 

—1 Thessalonians 5:4–6, 10–11 (CEB) 

In his coming and resurrection, Christ is the light of hope dawning in 
darkness. Though the darkness of confusion, hatred, and hurt still 
surround us, it does not overcome this light by which we walk and wait. 

• Pray for God’s light to show you parts of yourself and your life that are 
still asleep. 

• Look for an opportunity today to encourage someone with your words 
or actions. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Light of the World, on the night before you died, you asked your disciples 
to stay awake and pray; give us the strength to do exactly that. Amen. 

——— Tuesday, December 8 ———
Brothers and sisters, we ask you to respect those who are working with 
you, leading you, and instructing you. Think of them highly with love 
because of their work. Live in peace with each other. Brothers and sisters, 
we urge you to warn those who are disorderly. Comfort the discouraged. 
Help the weak. Be patient with everyone. Make sure no one repays a 



wrong with a wrong, but always pursue the good for each other and 
everyone else. Rejoice always. Pray continually. Give thanks in every 
situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Don’t suppress 
the Spirit. 

—1 Thessalonians 5:12–19 (CEB) 

As we have already seen, Paul’s first letter to the church in Thessalonica is 
tense with anticipation of Christ’s return. Here at the end, he gives this 
shotgun list of commands for living in this hope. And although they are 
short and sound simple, they are enough for a lifetime. Which one of 
these most surprises or challenges you? How can you practice it today? 

• Pray specifically for one of these commands to go from wise advice to 
real action in your life today. 

• Many of these commands have to do with living together as Christians. 
Pray for our church community, that we would love and respect one 
another, live in peace with one another, and help one another. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Holy Spirit, Gift and Guide from God, stir my mind and heart to rejoice 
always, pray continually, and give thanks in all circumstances. Amen. 



—— Wednesday, December 9 ——
Do not forsake me, O Lord;  
 O my God, do not be far from me.      
Make haste to help me,  
 O Lord, my salvation.      

—Psalm 38:21–22 (NRSV) 

Living as we do between “arrivals” of Jesus, it can be easy to feel as 
though he is not with us, as if his presence is not real or powerful. Feeling 
as though God is absent is a normal part of the life of prayer, and God 
does not waste it. He is faithfully teaching and transforming us, even 
when we do not sense he is there. The coming of the Lord that we await 
is always already happening in and among us. Are you aware of God’s 
presence in your life? 

• Memorize this short prayer and repeat it throughout your day.:  
“O Lord, make haste to help us.” 
Christians have used some version of this prayer for centuries to center 
their awareness on God and seek his help. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
God you are my salvation. Be near to me today. Come Lord Jesus. Amen. 



——— Thursday, December 10 ———
Trust in the Lord, and do good;  
 so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.       
Take delight in the Lord,  
 and he will give you the desires of your heart.       
Commit your way to the Lord;  
 trust in him, and he will act.       
He will make your vindication shine like the light,  
 and the justice of your cause like the noonday.       
Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him. 

—Psalm 37:3–7 (NRSV) 

When we trust and delight in the Lord, the desires of our hearts are drawn 
toward the good, free from selfishness and other things that are out of 
joint with God’s way. What does it mean to delight in God? When we 
commit our way to the Lord, we surrender control over outcomes. And 
when we are still and wait patiently for the Lord, we avoid acting out of 
worry and trying to take control into our own hands. In what part of your 
life do you believe it is up to you to achieve the right results? 

• Pray that God would help you to surrender and trust in his way. 

• Pray that your actions would flow from a heart filled with desires for the 
good of others. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father in Heaven, you work in all things for the good of those who love 
you; draw our hearts toward you and open our clenched fists to trust in 
your care. Amen.  



——— Friday, December 11 ———
An argument broke out among the disciples over which one of them 
should be regarded as the greatest. But Jesus said to them, “The kings of 
the Gentiles rule over their subjects, and those in authority over them are 
called ‘friends of the people.’ But that’s not the way it will be with you. 
Instead, the greatest among you must become like a person of lower 
status and the leader like a servant. So which one is greater, the one who 
is seated at the table or the one who serves at the table? Isn’t it the one 
who is seated at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 

“You are the ones who have continued with me in my trials. And I confer 
royal power on you just as my Father granted royal power to me. Thus 
you will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on 
thrones overseeing the twelve tribes of Israel. 

—Luke 22: 24–31 (CEB) 

The disciples’ confusion runs deep. This argument about status and 
power breaks out at the table of the Passover meal right after Jesus 
institutes the Lord’s Supper and tells them that he will be given over to 
death to their sake. Not only that—he tells them that they have continued 
with him in trials, but immediately after predicts that they will abandon 
him that very night. And then they do!  

This reminds us that the final table of the Kingdom that we are waiting for 
will not be populated by those who have been perfect, but by those who 
serves and sacrifices themselves just as Christ did. What do you think such 
a feast will look like? How does this change the way you live in 
anticipation of it? 



• Pray that we begin to see and act in the whole world more clearly in this 
upside-down way. 

• Pray for honesty and humility to become aware of the ways in which we, 
like the disciples, are still terribly confused. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lamb of God who gives up his life for us, invite us to sit at the Table of 
your wedding feast. Amen. 

——— Saturday, December 12 ———
Just like a deer that craves streams of water,  
 my whole being craves you, God.       
My whole being thirsts for God, for the living God.  
 When will I come and see God’s face?      

—Psalm 42:1–2 (CEB) 

We come to another psalm that expresses the heart’s longing for God in 
the midst of discouragement and doubt. This longing is answered in the 
arrival of the Son of God at Christmas, when the face of God comes to us 
in the human face of Jesus. In him the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him we see and know the Father. Think about the 
things you long for most—security, belonging, peace, happiness, 
acceptance, etc. How are these desires answered in God’s arrival in 
Jesus? 



• Pray that our waiting for God’s return would only increase our desire for 
his presence today. 

• Pray that our desires would be aligned and drawn toward God, who is 
our true desire and delight.  

CLOSING PRAYER 
Creator, our heart is restless until it rests in you. Show us your face and 
help us seek you in all things. Amen. 

——— Sunday, December 13 ———
You have drawn near to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, heavenly 
Jerusalem, to countless angels in a festival gathering, to the assembly of 
God’s firstborn children who are registered in heaven, to God the judge 
of all, to the spirits of the righteous who have been made perfect, to 
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks better than Abel’s blood… 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us 
continue to express our gratitude. With this gratitude, let us serve in a 
way that is pleasing to God with respect and awe, because our God really 
is a consuming fire. 

—Hebrews 12:22–24, 28–29 (CEB) 

The author of Hebrews reminds us that through Jesus we are invited into 
a vast mystery that unites all heaven and earth. More specifically, the 
Kingdom of Jesus is the fulfillment of all Israel’s history—their covenant 



with God, Jerusalem on Mount Zion, their sacrificial offerings and the 
Temple. 

And this invitation involves responsibility: The word “serve” in the last 
sentence actually describes the duties of Israel’s priests. In and through 
Christ, the ultimate priest, we are also priests, mediators and 
communicators between God and man. What does it mean for us to serve 
as priests in God’s Kingdom today?  

• Spend time thanking God for what he has done in Jesus, for the 
Kingdom we have received in him. 

• Pray for God to use you as his priest, a member of the Body of Christ, 
and a person of his presence here on earth. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Living God, who makes a way for us through your Son Jesus, draw us near 
to your Kingdom. Amen. 

——— Monday, December 14 ———
He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and 
the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, 
“Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew 
from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you 
are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” 



When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? 
Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” 

—Luke 22:39–46 (CEB) 

The weight of world makes us weary and weak. We are often overcome 
with grief, with worry, with feeling at a loss. We even experience dark and 
difficult times when all we want to do is sleep, to forget the world and be 
forgotten. Put yourself in the disciples’ place, having just had confusing, 
emotional conversation over food and wine, not understanding what is 
happening next to their trusted teacher and friend. Needless to say, they 
are exhausted. 

During Advent, in this long night between the arrivals of Jesus, we 
respond to his call to stay awake and pray. In times of trial, we can be 
roused and comforted by Jesus praying with us. In the midst of hardship, 
Jesus does not just tell us to suck it up. He is present with us in solidarity 
with our struggle, having himself experienced uncertainty, suffering, and 
pain. Our alertness during Advent is not just for Christ’s final coming, but 
also for the ways that he arrives and acts in our lives today. 

• Pray for all those (including yourself, possibly) who are experiencing 
uncertainty, loneliness, loss and grief—that Jesus is with them in their 
struggle. 

• Notice that Jesus prays just as he taught his disciples in the Lord’s 
Prayer: “Your will be done.” He also urges them to pray another part of 
it: “Lead us not into trial.” Pray slowly through the Lord’s Prayer, hearing 
Jesus praying it with you.  



CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord who watches over us and does not sleep, be with us and lead us 
through all times of trial. We pray with you that your will be done in us 
and in all things. Amen. 

——— Tuesday, December 15 ———
The people walking in darkness  
 have seen a great light.       
On those living in a pitch-dark land,  
 light has dawned…      
A child is born to us, a son is given to us,  
 and authority will be on his shoulders.       
He will be named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,       
 Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.       
There will be vast authority and endless peace  
 for David’s throne and for his kingdom,       
 establishing and sustaining it       
 with justice and righteousness       
 now and forever.      

—Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 (CEB) 

Isaiah prophecies the coming of a King, a child born in the house of 
David to rule in peace and justice forever. The image he uses of a great 
light dawning is central to Advent and is picked up by the Gospels. What 



shadows still darken our lives and world? How does Christ the Light bring 
peace and justice in that darkness? 

• Pray again for those still living in the darkness of hopelessness, that they 
would know the Light. 

• Pray through the names attributed to Christ: Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. What do these mean 
about God? 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Mighty God, Eternal Light, shine on those who live in darkness, and guide 
our feet into the way of peace. Amen. 

—— Wednesday, December 16 ——
The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
happened just as it was written about in the prophecy of Isaiah: 

Look, I am sending my messenger before you.  
 He will prepare your way,       
  a voice shouting in the wilderness:       
“Prepare the way for the Lord;  
 make his paths straight.”      

John the Baptist was in the wilderness calling for people to be baptized 
to show that they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God 
to forgive their sins. Everyone in Judea and all the people of Jerusalem 
went out to the Jordan River and were being baptized by John as they 



confessed their sins. John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. He 
announced, “One stronger than I am is coming after me. I’m not even 
worthy to bend over and loosen the strap of his sandals. I baptize you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

—Mark 1:1–8 (CEB) 

Unlike Matthew and Luke, Mark spends no time on the birth of Jesus. 
And unlike John, Mark does not introduce his Gospel account with a 
theological reflection on the Incarnation. Mark jumps right into the stream
—into the world of anticipation, preparation, and prophecy about the 
Messiah. The expectations of the Messiah have been a long time coming, 
and are finally reaching a head in John the Baptist, who calls for 
repentance—the changing of our hearts and lives. If this is how John 
prepares the way for Christ’s coming—living, preaching, and baptizing in 
the wild—how do we today prepare the way for his presence in our life 
today, as well as his final coming?  

• Remember your baptism. Confess your sin to God, your ongoing need 
for his grace and forgiveness, and your desire to orient your life toward 
him. 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to continue the work of baptism in you—healing, 
forgiving, and preparing the way of the Lord. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord, we are not worthy to stoop and tie your sandals; yet you come to 
serve and save us. Forgive us, heal us, and give us your heart. Amen. 



——— Thursday, December 17 ———
The kingdom of heaven will be like ten young bridesmaids who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the groom. Now five of them were wise and 
the other five were foolish. The foolish ones took their lamps but didn’t 
bring oil for them. But the wise ones took their lamps and also brought 
containers of oil. 

When the groom was late in coming, they all became drowsy and went to 
sleep. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Look, the groom! Come out to 
meet him.’ 

Then all those bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. But the 
foolish bridesmaids said to the wise ones, ‘Give us some of your oil, 
because our lamps have gone out.’ 

But the wise bridesmaids replied, ‘No, because if we share with you, there 
won’t be enough for our lamps and yours. We have a better idea. You go 
to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ But while they were 
gone to buy oil, the groom came. Those who were ready went with him 
into the wedding. Then the door was shut. 

Later the other bridesmaids came and said, ‘Lord, lord, open the door for 
us.’ 

But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’ 

Therefore, keep alert, because you don’t know the day or the hour. 

—Matthew 25:1–13 (CEB) 



Jesus tells this parable to his disciples in the middle of a long discourse 
about his coming. His main point throughout this discourse is the same 
that we have already heard: stay alert.  

• Remaining in prayer is how we keep our lanterns lit. Pray for oil for our 
lamps, for watchfulness, wisdom, and patience. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Bridegroom and Lord, help us to stay awake and 
alert in this long night while we wait for you. Grant that we be ready for 
you when you show up, that our light does not go out. Amen. 

——— Friday, December 18 ———
Now when John heard in prison about the things the Christ was doing, he 
sent word by his disciples to Jesus, asking, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or should we look for another?” 

Jesus responded, “Go, report to John what you hear and see. Those who 
were blind are able to see. Those who were crippled are walking. People 
with skin diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear. Those 
who were dead are raised up. The poor have good news proclaimed to 
them. Happy are those who don’t stumble and fall because of me.” 

—Matthew 11:2–6 (CEB) 

John prepared the way for Jesus and proclaimed that he was the 
Messiah. But now that he is in prison and things don’t seem to be going 
as he expected, he has his doubts. In response, Jesus quotes almost 



directly from the prophecy from Isaiah about all that the Messiah will do, 
but he leaves out one significant thing: releasing the captives. He is 
telling John something.  

It seems strange that all these miracles would serve as an occasion for 
stumbling and doubt, but if we are caught up in our own situation and 
expectations, even these signs and wonders can cause us to be offended. 
If we are too focused on what happens to us, we miss what God is doing. 

How tied is our faith to what happens (or doesn’t happen) to us? What do 
we expect Jesus to do for us?  

• Reflect on something that you have seen God do, independently of 
how it affected you. Celebrate and give thanks for those things. 

• Pray that we would be freed from attachment to our own desires and 
expectations, free enough to participate and trust in what God is doing. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Our Deliverer and Healer, save us not only from sickness but from 
captivity to confusion and self-centeredness, that we would be free to 
trust and follow you. Amen. 

——— Saturday, December 19 ———
These are the things you should do: Speak the truth to each other; make 
truthful, just, and peaceable decisions within your gates. Don’t plan evil 
for each other. Don’t adore swearing falsely, for all of these are things that 
I hate, says the Lord. 



—Zechariah 8:16–17 (CEB) 

These commands immediately follow God’s promise to restore his people 
and bring peace. Instead of just waiting, he commands his people to 
begin embodying that peace that is to come. The same call is given to us 
who await the final, forever peace of Christ, when it will be on earth as it 
is in heaven. The Church is a foretaste of this coming Kingdom. So how 
can we follow these commands in the Church? 

• Pray for unity, peace, and love in the Body of Christ. Pray that we would 
begin building a just and peaceful society within the people of God, 
preparing the way for his Kingdom. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Our Father and King, make us truthful, just, and peaceable with one 
another as we begin today to live as we will when you make all things 
new. Amen. 

——— Sunday, December 20 ———
Here is my servant, whom I uphold,  
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights;       
I have put my spirit upon him;  
 he will bring forth justice to the nations.       
He will not cry or lift up his voice,  
 or make it heard in the street;       
a bruised reed he will not break,  
 and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;       



 he will faithfully bring forth justice.       
He will not grow faint or be crushed  
 until he has established justice in the earth;       
 and the coastlands wait for his teaching.      

—Isaiah 42:1–4 (NRSV) 

This is one of Isaiah’s portraits of the Messiah—establishing justice not 
through violence but perseverance in mercy and gentleness. 

“Justice” means more than “fairness” or everyone getting what they 
deserve. It is actually the same word as “righteousness” in both the Old 
and New Testament. It means that everything is set to rights and all 
creation is “governed” by the love of its Creator. Justice means all things 
made right with God, with one another, and with themselves.  

It is through Jesus the Messiah that God brings this to pass. Based on 
what the gospels say that Jesus teaches and models when he arrives, 
what does “justice” really look like? What does it mean to be “righteous” 
in our actual lives? 

• Pray for the wisdom and willingness to seek justice by means of peace, 
mercy, and self-sacrifice. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Jesus Christ, Son and delight of the Father, you welcome us to find rest in 
you. Grow in us your own gentle and humble heart. We wait for your 
teaching. Amen. 



——— Monday, December 21 ———
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots.       
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,  
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding,       
 the spirit of counsel and might,       
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.       
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide by what his ears hear;       
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;       
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.      
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,  
 and faithfulness the belt around his loins.      

The wolf shall live with the lamb,  
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid,       
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together,       
and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze,  
 their young shall lie down together;       
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.       
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,  
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.       
They will not hurt or destroy  
 on all my holy mountain;       



for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord  
 as the waters cover the sea.      

—Isaiah 11:1–9 (NRSV) 

Here is another portrait from Isaiah of the Messiah and his Kingdom. Not 
only will human war cease; even in nature there will be no death, danger, 
or hostility as creation is restored to harmony—full and flowing with the 
knowledge and peace of God. 

Yesterday, God delighted in his servant. Today, the servant delights in 
God. In both, the Spirit rests on him. So the Messiah reveals the life of the 
Trinity—the love of the Father and Son in the unity of the Spirit. God 
opens this perfect eternal love to us in Christ. 

• Give thanks that in Christ you are adopted into the family of God as his 
cherished child. 

• Pray for this radical peace to reshape all creation. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Loving Father, you desire life, justice, and peace—for all your children and 
for all creation. Through Jesus Christ your Son and Servant, make it so. 
Amen. 

——— Tuesday, December 22 ———
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy 



city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals.  
He will dwell with them;  
they will be his peoples,  
and God himself will be with them;  
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
Death will be no more;  
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,  
for the first things have passed away.” 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all 
things new.”  

—Revelation 21:1–5a  (NRSV) 

Sometimes we get caught up in hopes of going to live with God 
somewhere else after we die. This is not the whole story. Scripture’s vision 
of the ultimate hope of Christianity is actually the complete inverse: God 
makes his home with us, and heaven comes to earth. This hope is so 
mysterious, so overwhelming, that it is consistently explained in immense 
imaginative visions and prophecies. It is showed rather than explained. At 
the same time, this hope is so tangible, so concrete; it comes to us as a 
man, flesh and blood. How does this vision renew or even challenge how 
you have thought about our ultimate hope as Christians? 

• Spend time with this passage in your imagination—New Jerusalem 
descending on the horizon, God’s voice ringing in your ears. Pray that 
this vision would stir and increase your expectant hope for Jesus’ arrival, 



as well as your desire to prepare and participate in new creation already 
taking place. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Loving Father, through your Son you create all things. Through him also 
complete your new creation—in us and in all things. Come Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 

—— Wednesday, December 23 ——
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her 
and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing 



will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 

—Luke 1:26–38 (NRSV) 

From the past few days praying through massive, marvelous visions of the 
arrival of Christ our King, we turn to the quiet, humble corner where it 
actually began to unfold. This great Savior and King is conceived in a 
young girl in a small town before she is even married. This 
announcement, while a divine blessing, also meant social shame for Mary. 
How would we respond if given such overwhelming news? And what does 
it tell you about God that he used a poor, lowly young girl to fulfill his 
promises to Israel and all creation? 

• Pray for the same heart of humility and trust that Mary has.  

CLOSING PRAYER 
Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word. Amen. 

——— Thursday, December 24 ———
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 



womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 
in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

—Luke 1:39–45 (NRSV) 

Already John is preparing the way of the Lord. Sometimes, because of a 
beautiful sight or experience, we discover this same expectant joy that 
makes us leap, an overwhelming desire for something more that we can’t 
quite put into words—like we have glimpsed what we realize we have 
always been looking for. Eternity is written in our hearts, and the glimpses 
we get of it fill us with joy.  

CLOSING PRAYER 
To close today, and this whole Advent season, pray Mary’s prayer, which 
immediately follows this story: 

My soul magnifies the Lord,  
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,       
 for he has looked with favor       
 on the lowliness of his servant.       
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
for the Mighty One has done great things for me  
 and holy is his name.       
His mercy is for those who fear him  
 from generation to generation.       
He has shown strength with his arm;  
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.       
 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,       
 and lifted up the lowly;       



he has filled the hungry with good things,  
 and sent the rich away empty.       
He has helped his servant Israel,  
 in remembrance of his mercy,       
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,  
 to Abraham and to his descendants forever.       




